Hanging Out and Messing About:Elaborating On the Relationship Between Unstructured Socializing and Adolescent Delinquency by Hoeben, E.M.
VU Research Portal




Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Link to publication in VU Research Portal
citation for published version (APA)
Hoeben, E. M. (2016). Hanging Out and Messing About: Elaborating On the Relationship Between Unstructured
Socializing and Adolescent Delinquency.
General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl
















essing About  
Elaborating on the relationship 
between unstructured socializing 
and adolescent delinquency 
Adolescent delinquency is related to involve-
ment in unstructured socializing, also referred 
to as ‘hanging out’. Although the relationship 
is quite established, many questions remain 
unanswered. Why does hanging out lead to 
more delinquency? Are youths from disadvan-
taged neighborhoods more often engaged in 
unstructured socializing than their peers? 
Would hanging out in the city center be more 
crime conducive than hanging out at a friends’ 
home? Does ‘hanging out with the wrong crowd’ 
indeed facilitate delinquency and substance 
use? This book addresses these and other 
questions to provide a deeper insight into the 
association between adolescent delinquency 
and the familiar phenomenon of youths 
‘hanging out and messing about’.
Evelien Hoeben is a researcher in sociology and 
criminology. She conducted the studies in this 
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